
promotes participation at
the weekend level with
expanded opportunities to
progress to bigger shows. 

Drives inclusiveness for
cutters of all levels of
experience and affiliation.

Makes it Easier than ever for
entry level competitors and
show producers to host an
ncha sanctioned event.

The Challenger Program will
be re-organized into 'NCHA
circuit shows' where points
will count in the circuit
standings. This makes it easier
than ever for cutters to
attend an NCHA approved
event.

circuits

NCHA National
Circuit Program

Circuit finals
Each circuit will host a year
end circuit finals for the top
30 in the standings. NCHA will
provide an estimated                     
 in awards and financial
support to the affiliate that
produces this event. 

The circuit program will kick
off in 2021 with the instalment
of each of the 12 circuit finals.
In 2022, Weekend cutters will
have the chance to qualify out
of  the circuit finals to a
National Circuit finals show. 
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THE newest competition format for

the Weekend Cutter

What's New with the
NCHA Circuit Program?

NCHA Circuit Shows

$12,000

looking forward

What the Circuit
Program does
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The NCHA National Circuit Program is made up of 12 circuits in which cutters can compete for points at each weekend competition
approved by the NCHA. Beginning with the 2021 points year, every NCHA weekend show, both NCHA Championship Circuit Shows
and NCHA Circuit Shows, is a points-paying circuit show. You can earn points in NCHA weekend classes in both types of shows, and
these points are used to determine circuit standings and qualifying for the end-of-year Circuit Finals show in your chosen circuit.
The locations for these shows will be announced in the 1st quarter of 2021 and many of them may be incorporated into NCHA events
that you already attend and enjoy. 

NCHA CHAMPIONSHIP CIRCUIT SHOWS are the familiar NCHA weekend championship shows.  They offer at least $200 in added
money in at least the Open and Non-Pro classes, and usually offer the full slate of approved weekend classes and remain consistent
with current NCHA rules. The format of these shows is not changing. Money earned is still how you qualify for the World Finals.  
 NCHA CIRCUIT SHOWS are affiliate, club, or other organizations’ jackpot shows or shows that offer less than $200 in added money
and offer one or more NCHA-approved weekend classes.

Beginning in 2022, the 12 Circuit Finals Shows will serve as qualifying venues for the NCHA National Circuit Finals, with 10 contestants
from each circuit advancing to the National Circuit Finals.

NCHA CHAMPIONSHIP CIRCUIT SHOW RULES
1.      NCHA Championship Circuit Shows are governed by the rules of NCHA weekend championship shows.
2.     These shows pay a $100.00 Championship Circuit Show fee. This fee will not be added to your entry fee.

NCHA CIRCUIT SHOW RULES 
1.       An approved NCHA Circuit Show must offer at least one, and may offer any combination of, the standard NCHA weekend  
 classes. An approved show can also offer any non-approved classes it desires.
2.       All owners and riders must be NCHA members in good standing to compete at a NCHA Circuit Show. Free memberships are    
 provided to new members and those whose memberships have lapsed three or more years. 
3.      These shows pay a $200.00 Circuit Show approval fee. This fee will not be added to your entry fee.

7 - Heartland Circuit 

8 - Oiler Circuit 

9 - Red River Circuit 

10 - Alamo Circuit 

11 - Cotton Circuit 

12 - Sunshine Circuit 

1 - Aurora Circuit 

2 - Redwood Circuit 

3 - Big Sky Circuit 

4 - Great Lakes Circuit 

5 - Appalachian Circuit 

6 - Cactus Circuit 

NCHA NATIONAL
CIRCUIT PROGRAM

THE newest competition format for

the WEEKEND Cutter
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2.       TIES
If there is a tie, each contestant in the tie would get the points allocated to the highest placement within the tie.  So, for
example, if there is a tie for second and third in a class in which 10 horses are shown, the class winner receives 10 points, the
two contestants tied for second and third each get 9 points, fourth place gets 7 points, and placements fifth through tenth
get 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 points, respectively. 

3.      DESIGNATIONS -- WHERE YOU CAN EARN POINTS
Each contestant designates a single “home” circuit in which they want to accumulate circuit points for purposes of circuit
standings.  You are automatically put in the circuit in which your NCHA membership address is recorded. If you want to
change your home circuit, all you have to do is notify the NCHA (there’s a box you can check on the 2020 new and renewed
membership form).  But be aware that, if you change your designated “home” circuit mid-year, any circuit points you’ve
accumulated are reset back to zero. You can only qualify for Circuit Finals in the circuit you have designated as “home” as of
the end of the point year and with the points you have accumulated in that circuit.

Contestants do not earn points in circuits that they have not designated. For example, if an “out-of-circuit” contestant in a
12-horse class places second and all other contestants placing first and third through tenth are “in-circuit”, those “in-circuit”
contestants receive 10, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 points, respectively.  Placements by “out-of-circuit” contestants record no points in
any circuit.

5.      YOUR CIRCUIT FINALS  
Contestants finishing in the top 30 of their designated circuit’s standings qualify for that circuit’s Circuit Finals Show. The
dates, location, producer, and format of each Circuit Finals Show will be determined by NCHA based upon bids submitted to
NCHA by qualified affiliates, show managers, or other organizations and will be held as close as feasible to the end of the
World Finals points year.  

6.      FEES 
A $3.00 National Circuit fee will be applied to all entries in points-paying classes. In return, the NCHA will administer and
promote the National Circuit Program, pay for and provide each circuit’s Circuit Finals awards (buckles, etc.), and contribute
$8000 in cash to support your circuit’s program.

1.       POINTS
Points are awarded based on the number of horses
shown in the class, up to ten. For example, a class
with more than 10 horses shown would award
points to the first ten places in the class on a
declining scale of 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 points
(except scores of zero would get no points).
 See table

RULES COMMON TO BOTH NCHA CHAMPIONSHIP CIRCUIT SHOWS & NCHA CIRCUIT SHOWS

JANUARY 2021

# OF HORSES        1st   2nd   3rd   4th    5th   6th   7th   8th   9th   10th   11th
  3                    3       2        1      
  4                    4       3        2       1       
  5                    5       4        3       2       1       
  6                    6       5        4       3       2       1
  7                    7       6        5       4       3       2        1
  8                    8       7        6       5       4       3        2       1 
  9                    9       8        7       6       5       4        3       2       1
  10                 10       9        8       7       6       5        4       3       2        1
  11 +               10       9        8       7       6       5        4       3       2        1        0



NCHA Circuits by State
Washington 
Oregon 
Idaho
N. Nevada 
N. Utah
N. California

Arizona
W. Colorado
W. New Mexico
S. Nevada 
S. Utah
S. California

W. Texas 
E. New Mexico
W. Oklahoma

N. Texas
E. Oklahoma 

S. Texas

E. Colorado 
Kansas 
Nebraska 
Iowa
Missouri 

E. Texas 
Arkansas
Louisiana 
Mississippi 
Alabama
Tennessee 

Montana 
Wyoming 
South Dakota
North Dakota
Minnesota

North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgia 
Florida 

West Virginia
Virginia 
Pennsylvania 
New Jersey
Ontario 
New England
Eastern Canada

Kentucky 
Indiana 
Wisconsin
Illinois
Michigan
Ohio

British Columbia 
Alberta 
Saskatchewan
Manitoba




