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NCHA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CONFERENCE CALL MINUTES 
JANUARY 13, 2022 
11:00AM Central 

 
A conference call of the Executive Committee of the National Cutting Horse Association was 
held on Thursday, January 13, 2022 beginning 11:00AM central time.   
 
Executive Committee members present were President Ora Diehl, President-Elect Ted Sokol, 
Vice President Toddy Pitard, Kristen York, Byron Green, Sharon Overstreet, Tommy Williams, 
Skip Jones, Matt Miller, Ernie Beutenmiller, Casey Green, and Tatum Rice.  Members excused 
were Rock Hedlund and Kirby Smith.  Executive Director Jay Winborn, NCHA Treasurer Denise 
Seiz, Director of Shows Shianne Megel, Manager of Shows Joshua Valdez, and Cathy Marie Aleff 
were also in attendance from the NCHA Office on this call. 

 
The Executive Committee meeting was called to order at 11:04AM and roll call was taken. 
 
President Ora Diehl addressed the members of the call with the purpose and action items that 
need to be addressed. 
 
 
VICE PRESIDENT CANDIDATES – TED SOKOL 
 
President-Elect Ted Sokol updated the committee members with the recommendation from the 
VP Selection Committee that met on a conference call January 11, 2022.  The VP Selection 
Committee presented two qualified candidates Mark Senn of Georgia and Raymond Shumate of 
Texas as their final candidates to run for Vice President of the NCHA for EC approval. 
 
Vice Presidential election period will run from April 4th through May 13th and will be administered 
by our third-party firm, Simply Voting Inc.  We will host a series of VP Candidate Calls the week 
of March 14-17 to give each candidate an opportunity to highlight their campaign with Directors 
and address any questions of members in their region. 
 
After the Executive Committee reviewed this recommendation presented from the VP Selection 
Committee, a MOTION was made by Toddy Pitard and SECONDED by Sharon Overstreet to 
accept and approve the recommendation of the two qualified candidates, Mark Senn and 
Raymond Shumate to run for Vice President of the NCHA.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
 
SUPER STAKES SCHEDULE – SHIANNE MEGEL 
 
Director of Shows Shianne Megel presented the tentative schedule for the 2022 Super Stakes to 
the Executive Committee.  This tentative schedule supports 8 set days with all works in the 
coliseum and finals for each division to fall at the end of the week.  This is subject to change 
based on entries and will be adjusted accordingly.  The 2022 Super Stakes will run from March 
24 – April 16 and the schedule is available to view on the NCHA website under Produced 
Events. 
 
A MOTION was made by Ernie Beutenmiller and SECONDED by Ted Sokol to approve the 
tentative schedule for the 2022 Super Stakes as presented.  MOTION PASSED. 
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EASTERN NATIONALS SCHEDULE – SHIANNE MEGEL 
 
Director of Shows Shianne Megel presented the tentative schedule for the 2022 Eastern 
Nationals to the Executive Committee.  Show Management recommends eliminating a day at 
the beginning of this schedule to offer more travel conveniences.  NCHA is excited to offer this 
experience at a new location this year in Louisiana.  The 2022 Eastern Nationals will run from 
March 4 – March 12 and the schedule is available to view on the NCHA website under Produced 
Events. 
 
A MOTION was made by Byron Green and SECONDED by Toddy Pitard to accept the 
tentative schedule for the 2022 Eastern Nationals to be held in West Monroe, LA as presented 
with the recommended change of eliminating one day by Show Management.  MOTION 
PASSED. 
 
Members of the Executive Committee inquired about an update from the show department on 
invitational letters for the Eastern Nationals.  Shianne Megel was pleased to address this 
request and will be providing an update at the next EC meeting. 
 
 
APPROVED LAE SHOW CALENDAR – SHIANNE MEGEL 
 
Director of Shows Shianne Megel addressed the members of the Executive Committee with the 
recommended Approved LAE Show Calendar for June – December to complete this point year.  
This recommended calendar of show events was approved and provided by the Approved LAE/ 
Show Producers Committee for approval. 
 
After discussing, a MOTION was made by Ernie Beutenmiller and SECONDED by Kristen York 
to approve the Approved LAE Show Calendar for June -December as presented.  MOTION 
PASSED with one (1) member choosing to abstain. 
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CIRCUIT PROGRAM – JOSH VALDEZ 
 
Manager of Shows Joshua Valdez presented a comprehensive report from the Circuit Program 
as a result of the 2021 Circuit Finals entries to the Executive Committee.  A copy of the report 
summary is shared in these minutes. 
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Members of the Executive Committee recognized Joshua Valdez for a job well done in managing 
this program, expectations were exceeded for the first year.  There was also an inquiry with 
regards to circuit final awards and an estimated date for distribution.  Joshua Valdez 
acknowledged this request and provided an update that they are currently in process. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
President Ora Diehl addressed the committee by stating some expectations as the standing 
committees prepare agendas for convention.  Training is scheduled to be offered at the annual 
convention for Directors, Standing Committee Chairs and Vice Chairs. 
 
Another item discussed during old business was an exit survey from Futurity contestants that is 
currently a work in progress. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
A recommendation was made by an At Large Member Ernie Beutenmiller to review Standing 
Rule 12 (late entries for weekend shows). 
 
President Ora Diehl polled the committee on future dates for upcoming meetings, next EC 
Meeting will be held via Zoom on Wednesday, February 9, 2022. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, a MOTION was made by Skip 
Jones and SECONDED by Toddy Pitard to adjourn the conference call at 12:15PM. MOTION 
PASSED. 


